
The Reform Congregation of  Jersey City 
 
February 2021    
Shevat—Adar 5781            

                                  Rabbi, Is There a Blessing for a Vaccine? 
 

Of course, this is a modern take on the many quotable lines from the classic musical 
Fiddler on the Roof, in which the rabbi is asked: “Is there a blessing for a sewing 
machine?”…and “Is there a blessing for the Czar? Of course, he answers (it was always a 
he back then), “May God bless and keep the Czar…. far away from us!” We could say 
the same for the Covid-19 virus. 
 

But now we have a vaccine, and there is no better time to explore the important 
relationship between Judaism and science and medicine, which has existed since the 
beginning. Unlike some religious traditions, there is no conflict whatsoever. Judaism sees 
science as an insight into a deeper understanding of God’s beautiful and intricate 
creation and medicine as a way to partner with God toward the mitzvah of healing. 
Vaccines are certainly an extension of that.  
 

I invite you to delve deeply into the mind of the rabbis and Jewish texts on the subject here or here, with an 
article titled Halachic Aspects of Vaccination, written by Rabbi Edward Reichman, M.D. However, to 
paraphrase these two footnoted articles, principles of modern medicine mirror Jewish ethics on the subject. As 
Jews, we are required to protect our bodies and maintain our health--we are not permitted to harm our 
bodies. Our sages have a history of forbidding many things that entail a danger to human life.  
 

As it relates to vaccines specifically, rabbis have been debating this since 1785, when they began discussing the 
first crude and risky inoculations against smallpox. As modern science has advanced, so has Jewish thinking, 
and today some rabbis go as far as saying that an individual who refuses to be vaccinated during an epidemic is 
like an indirect killer who is liable for punishment. The consensus is that we must all obey the advice of 
doctors, medical facts and proven medicine. One does not rely on miracles or even herd immunity: even if 
nine were not vaccinated and did not die, the tenth must get vaccinated. 
 

As a people who are also concerned with equity, as liberal Jews, we applaud Governor Murphy’s approach. 
Given the limited initial supply, New Jersey is seeking to balance equal access to the vaccine while vaccinating 
our most vulnerable population first. The policies endeavor to maintain enough control to ensure priority  for 
those most likely to fall ill while not demanding so much control as to waste precious time and medicine. We 
can also be proud of Jersey City (thank you, Mayor Fulop!) for having the foresight to be one of the only 
municipalities to establish its own vaccination pods and programs in our local wards. If you are not familiar 
with New Jersey’s policies or how to sign up, please click here to explore the NJ Covid-19 website. 
 

Our tradition teaches that doing a mitzvah is meritorious, but making it possible for others to perform a 
mitzvah is of even greater merit. After almost a year with so much disease, death and social isolation, the 
wisdom of our sages rings as loudly and aptly today as ever:  
 

If I am not for myself, who will be for me? 
If I am only for myself, what am I? 
And if not now, when? (Mishna, Pirkei Avot)    
                       continued on page 7 
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All Kabbalat Shabbat (Friday night services) at Temple Beth-El 
will be via Zoom video conferencing technology until further 
notice. For bar mitzvah services on YouTube click here. 
To use Zoom: 
1. Download the Zoom program at https://zoom.us 
2. Click here to enter  
3. Enable your camera to view 
4. Make sure your computer’s sound/microphone is muted.        

(All participants will be muted during the service.) 
5. Wait to be granted access from the “waiting room.” 
Zoom on your computer/laptop, iPad/tablet or cell phone.  
To follow the service with a digital flip book siddur, click here  
 

Virtual is good, but really bringing Shabbat into your home is 
even better! Set up candles, wine/juice and challah/bread in 
front of your screen and let’s literally light the candles, make 
kiddush and motzi together.  
 

All Shabbat morning services and pot luck dinners are 
suspended until further notice.  
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Friday, January 29  Zoom    8:00 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat Services 
 
Friday, February 5  Zoom     6:30 pm 
First Friday Kabbalat Shabbat Family services   
    
Friday, February 12            Zoom     8:00 pm 
First Friday Kabbalat Shabbat Family services                         
 
Friday, February 19  Zoom               8:00 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat Services  
 

Thursday, February 25 Zoom     6:30 pm 

Purim! See page 6 for details 
 
Friday, February 26  Zoom     8:00 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat services         
 
Friday, March 5  Zoom                          6:30 pm  

New Member Shabbat! 
See page 5 for details 
First Friday Kabbalat Shabbat Family services   
Join us at our New Member Shabbat as we officially  
welcome our newest members into the Temple Beth-El 
family.  Whether it's your first or fiftieth year at TBE, it's a 
great opportunity to meet someone new! 

 Shabbat Candle Lighting  
Friday, February 5       5:01 pm 
Friday, February 12        5:10 pm 
Friday, February 19          5:18 pm            

Friday, February 26          5:26  pm 
Friday, March 5              5:34 pm 
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Purim Mitzvah & Fundraiser for a Pandemic Year  

Purim is coming, pandemic or not! Especially this year, please participate in our annual mishloach 
manot gift bag fundraiser and Mitzvah. Purim is a holiday of sweetness and joy, a time when we 
reflect on the power of an individual and the victory of the Jewish nation in the face of destruction. 
  
A Purim tradition is “mishloach manot” (mish-LO-ach ma-NOTE) — the mitzvah of sending gifts and 
food. The giving of shaloch manot fosters a feeling of closeness and hope in the community at a time 
of the year when we are still burdened with the bleakness of winter and still dealing with this past 
pandemic year. 
  
The rabbis taught that we should not only give gifts to friends, but to someone who is new in the 
community, to those who are needy, and to those whose spirits would be bolstered by knowing that 
someone cares. 
  
Temple Beth El helps our members and non-member friends perform this mitzvah by preparing 
Shaloch Manot gift bags. 
  
A letter accompanying our Purim Bag will acknowledge all who contribute to this mitzvah.  We hope 
you will choose to have your name on EVERYONE’s gift letter by donating $100.  You can also cover 
the cost of your Purim Bag or purchase bags for non-members by donating $18 per bag. 
 
We are grateful to a generous anonymous donor who has donated the cost of placing Hamentashen in 
each Purim bag. Please VOLUNTEER to help deliver these bags to our community between February  
13—21 so the burden is less per volunteer. 
 
Note: We are unable to deliver Purim bags to members 
who live outside of Hudson County. If you would like a bag 
mailed to you, remember to include $10 for mailing. 

 To participate, please fill out the  
online order form  

before Wednesday, February 10. 
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On January 19 Temple Beth-El joined the country in a moment of unity and remembrance, 
when houses of worship, public and private citizens and buildings turned on their lights, rang 
church bells, and lit candles in solidarity, hope, remembrance and respect. ALL of the lights in 

and outside the Temple were turned on, and members joined in a brief Zoom moment to light 
candles, offer a poem in song and say kaddish for those who we have lost to Covid-19.  

Our temple looked beautiful, awaiting our return. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st in a new interview series 
Thursday, March 4 @ 7.30pm over Zoom 

Temple Beth-El is proud to present a new interview series featuring Rabbi Leana Moritt and host 
Beth Achenbach. These one-on-one interviews will be informative, enlightening and fun!  The first of 
the series, “Skip the Flowers”, will cover the rituals and practices surrounding death and mourning 

in Judaism.  Why skip the flowers?  We will answer that and much more, so register to join us!  
Click here to register. 



36th Annual MLK Service 
 

On January 22 we held our 36th Annual Martin Luther King Service  
via Zoom. Members of the greater community joined us in prayer  
and song. Our guest speaker, celebrated jazz drummer and Temple 

neighbor Winard Harper, also graced us with a performance.  

                  Temple Beth-El invites you to a 

New Member Shabbat 
                       Join us at our New Member Shabbat as we   
                      officially welcome our newest members into  
                                   the Temple Beth-El family.  
                       Whether it’s your first or fiftieth year at TBE,  
                   it’s a great opportunity to meet someone new! 
 
                   Friday, March 5 @ 6:30 pm 
                                       Over Zoom of course! 
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Our members' generosity has enabled Temple Beth-El to shine a light on our 
community year after year since the 1860's. Our budget is severely stretched this year, 
so please consider what it means to you to have a strong, inclusive, Reform temple 
here in Hudson County and give what you can to Temple Beth-El. 
 
We accept donations of time as well as money! There is never enough money to pay 
for all the things we do at Temple Beth-El so we rely heavily on volunteers to serve on 
our committees and our temporary task forces. Check "Who We Are / Leadership" on 
the Temple website. You can write to me at tom@betheljc.org and let me know how 
you might contribute your talents to our congregation. 
 
Great things are happening at Temple Beth-El. 
The get-togethers may be virtual but our progress is real! 
 
      Please go to https://betheljc.org/donate  
      Give what you can 
 

      If you’ve been thinking about joining, please click here to learn 
      about the membership process. 

  



 

Saturday, February 20  
@ 10:30 over Zoom! 

  
Calling all children 0-5 and their grownups!  
We can’t wait to “see” you again at  
Tot Shabbat!  
 

Bring your favorite stuffed animals,  
and even more important, bring your 
ruach (spirit) and singing voices!  

 

Bracha the bear is waiting for us to return to our Temple! Meanwhile, Rabbi Moritt will 
bring Tot Shabbat to your home. We will sing, dance tell a story and have fun together! 
Click here to join in. Have juice and challah/bread ready at home as we will make the 
blessings and enjoy our snacks together. 
                       

                            Mark your calendars for future Tot Shabbat mornings: 
            March 20      April 17      May 15      June 12      July 10      August 14  
  

Watch your emails for when we return from our virtual location back to our Beth-El home. 
If you are not on our Tot Shabbat list, please email office@betheljc.org and ask to be added  
to our email list. Drop-ins always welcome. 

sponsored by  
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Purim Celebration & Shpiel! Fun for all ages. All are welcome.  
BYO Schnapps, but be ready to make some noise! 

Thursday, February 25 @ 6:30 pm 
 Click here to join in that evening! 

 
Calling all thespians, jokers and  (kosher) hams! 

Join the fun and come be a part of this year's online Purim Shpiel! 
Adults! Kids! Teens! Singers! Singing and non-singing roles! Tech and costumes!  

We have a part for you! 
Email Morah Marian by February 1 to join the fun! 



       Rabbi’s Message  (continued from page 1) 
 

As clergy eligible for the vaccine, I had the opportunity to be inoculated in January in Jersey City. It was there I 
saw firsthand how many people are doing the holy work of coordinating and offering the vaccine. Perhaps 
more importantly, I learned there how Temple Beth-El can be an agent to this mitzvah. You may have read that 
once a vial of medicine is opened, it must be used within a limited time or be thrown away. This means that if 
someone doesn’t show up for their appointment or if an extra dose is squeezed out of open vials with no one 
to receive it in that moment, wasted is the opportunity of the mitzvah of saving an additional life. This is an 
ethically egregious situation. 
 

As you may have read, I have started an “on call/standby” list. To aid in coordinating occasional possible “end 
of the day” leftover vaccines, I am keeping a list of those currently eligible for a vaccine and able to leave at a 
moment’s notice to be vaccinated. To sign onto this list, please fill out our form by clicking here. 
 

Signing up for this list should not be instead of signing up for an appointment on the NJ State site; nor does 
signing up guarantee a vaccine. However, I am very gratified that so far we have secured vaccines for 11 eligible 
members of Temple Beth-El. Please do fill out this form only if you are currently eligible under state guidelines.  
 

Being your rabbi is a privilege. I feel tremendous gratitude to be able to witness and be present for our 
community during powerful and sacred moments of life and transition. However, the opportunity to facilitate 
immunity to this dreadful disease that has stolen so much from us all is perhaps the greatest honor that has been 
bestowed upon me in this role.  
 

So, rabbi, is there a blessing for a vaccine? As you can imagine, receiving the vaccine is a very emotional 
experience, one that will inspire words of awe and blessing. As the light at the end of this dark tunnel grows 
brighter and more clearly into view, more and more of us will be, please God, rolling up our sleeves. And in 
that moment, I invite you to reflect on that holy moment and utter your own words of blessing. I have to admit 
that I had a number of blessings prepared in anticipation, but the opportunity to be vaccinated came upon me 
so fast, I left them all at home. So, in the moment I relied on this one, the traditional prayer for the human body 
I often find very meaningful: 
 

Blessed are You, Adonai, our God, Sovereign of the universe, who formed the human body with wisdom and 
skill; creating the body’s many pathways and openings. It is well known before Your seat of glory that if even 
one of them would be opened, or if even one of them would be sealed, it would be impossible to survive and 
to stand before You even for one hour. Blessed are You, Adonai, who heals all flesh, working wondrously. 
(Siddur) 
 

However, if you have more time to prepare for that moment than I did, you may want to offer one or more of 
these contemporary and traditional choices here. Alternatively, I invite you to compose your own.  
 

One final word about blessings. (Remember, there is a blessing for everything!) Did you know that our Jewish 
tradition has a blessing for when you see a person after being apart for more than one year? One day soon, we 
will be physically reunited with our loved ones, families and community in full presence and full embrace. It is 
too early to know when that will be, but not too early to be excited for that moment. So, in anticipation of that 
moment, the blessings is: . 
Baruch ata Adonai eloheinu melech ha-olam mechai-yay hameitim.       ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ְמַחֵּיה ַהֵּמִתים ינּו ֶמֵֽ  ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהֵֽ
  
The translation of this blessing is bittersweet in our day: Blessed are you Adonai, Sovereign over all time and 
space, who enlivens the dead. Even while we profoundly mourn those who we have lost to this terrible plague, 
we look forward to the day in which our days, our relationships and our communities come back to life! 

 
In friendship and in health, 

Rabbi Leana Moritt 
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Our Twitter feed has over 800 
followers!  

Check it out here. 

WEEKLY on Wednesdays at TBE 

Our neighbors need your generosity 
Please lend a hand by volunteering here for our Wednesday Food Pantry, 
by donating the foods and clothing listed here, or by donating 
funds here so we can purchase needed items. Our neighbors in need can 
use them. (See below if you’d like to use a QR 
code to access the wishlist.) 

 

Donations to the Food Pantry are tax-deductible. If you donate cash, you'll receive 
an acknowledgement as usual. If you donate items, email the receipt 
to kpd@betheljc.org or click here for a downloadable copy of the Temple's In-Kind 
Donation Form. Click on the second form to donate, complete it, and send it 
to kpd@betheljc.org. Keep a copy of the blank for future use.  
 

Thank you so much for your support in keeping our food pantry running during 
these difficult times. And please stay safe and well. 

 
 

   

February 24  @ 8 pm on Zoom 
 

Fleishman is in Trouble 
by Taffy Broadesser-Akner 

 

NY Times Bestseller * National Book Award Longlist 
“A finely observed, timely exploration of marriage,  
divorce and the bewildering dynamics of ambition 

from one of the most exciting writers working today.” -  
Amazon 

 

Email Joanna Tartikoff at bookclub@betheljc.org  
for the Zoom link. 

Join the TBE  
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Our 2021 Meeting 
Dates will occur on 
the last Sunday of 
every month: 
  

            January 31 (game night!) 
     February 28    April 25  
     March 28    May 30  

See you then! 

 

Religious school continues every Sunday from 
9:30am—12noon. Detailed emails are regularly sent 
to all enrolled parents. If you're not receiving an 

email for your child's grade, or for further information about our school and classes, 
please contact Rosa Escandon (Ms. Chaya), who is covering for Morah Marian while she 
is on medical leave, at rosa@betheljc.org. 

A timely and wonderful new video  
by our very own Ben Rauch!  
Stay At Home - YouTube  



 

Family Promise during Covid-19 
 

Over five years ago, Temple Beth-El began working with congregations 
throughout the area to launch Family Promise of Hudson County. Family 
Promise has provided hosting opportunity for working families, so they 
can stay together while struggling to get back on their feet and move to a 

new home. Many have lost jobs or suffered other adverse circumstances, leaving them temporarily 
homeless. Family Promise provides social services for these people to find jobs and housing and return to 
the normalcy of their lives as a family. 
 

Prior to the pandemic, Temple Beth-El participated by hosting four or five families, all with children, to 
sleep over in Temple Beth El’s Social Hall, four times a year. After a full day of school and work the families 
returned to Temple Beth El for dinner and evening activities. Enter Covid-19 and this plan came to a 
screeching halt, as you can well imagine.  
 

But the work continues, albeit in different ways. Especially in this current crisis, there are so many people in 
great need of our help. Email Lari at lari@bethjc.org subject line: Family Promise, and tell us what you 
would like to do to help out. Let us know your questions. Let us know how you plan to make this year one 
of giving to those less fortunate than yourself. 
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Temple Beth El Jersey City Members is a Private Facebook Group created 
exclusively for our Temple Beth-El member community to continue being 
together while promoting health and wellness. If you are a member you will be 
accepted immediately. For security purposes we are limiting this group to 
members only. If you are not yet a member, please consider joining. 

 
                                        There is also a separate page for Beth-El families! 

 
If you or a loved one are ill and would like to be added to our misheberach 
l’cholim list (prayer for healing), please let Rabbi Moritt know at 
rabbimoritt@betheljc.org 
We are happy to pray for the healing of body, spirit, psyche and relationship of 
anyone of any religion. Please include the Hebrew name of the person/people in 
your prayers (if known) and your phone number so we can be in touch. 
As eager as we are to pray for your healing, we are especially happy when we 
can take you off the list, fully restored. Remember to let us know that too.  
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Re-Launch  
Career Services  

from Jewish Family &  
Children’s Services of Northern 

New Jersey 
 

Assistance for job seekers with 
resumes, cover letters, interview 
skills, job search tactics and more 

 
During this difficult time 

when so many people are 
out of work or facing 

employment insecurity,  
Re-Launch offers Zoom 

workshops to help. The $18 
is only a suggestion. If this is 
difficult, anyone is welcome 

to attend at no cost. 
Questions or for more 

information about   
Re-Launch or this program 

specifically, reach out 
to Sandra Leshaw,  

Re-Launch Director, 
at SandraL@jfcsnnj.org. 
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Tributes 
 To celebrate a happy occasion  • To say I’m sorry for your loss   

•To remember your loved ones   •To thank someone for a kindness   
A card acknowledging your contribution will be sent to the recipient, and the message will be listed 

in the newsletter.  To send a tribute, use the form online or write, email or call the Temple office. 

Food Pantry Donations 
           Leslie Brittle  

Merrick J. & Judith Brodsky                   
Melissa Fine           
Clifford Hemphill 
Heather Hemphill            
Heather MacLeod            
Harriet & Gerald Miller           
Cheryl Palmer  
Irwin Rosen & Sharon Hirshberg 
Robert & Hillela Ward           
Craig Wroe            

  

Sustaining Fund 
In memory of  mother, 
Carolyn Gromer, on her Yarzeit  
           Paul M. Cohen & Susan Benoit 
 
In memory of  her grandmother, 
Pauline Yankowitz 
           Ardella Eagle 
 
In honor of  parents 75th wedding 
anniversary (if they were still alive) 
           Suzanne Goldstein Smith &  
           John Thompson 
 
 
 

In memory of  mother, Pauline 
Yankowitz  
           Mimi Harrison-Eagle 
 
In memory of Richard Heitner 
on his Yarzeit 
           Molly Heitner 
 
In loving memory of Milani Lee 
Robb & Jill Kushner 
 
In honor of Eric Schkrutz becoming a 
Jersey City Firefighter 
          Kay Magilavy &  
          Norman Mayersohn        
 

Rabbi Discretionary Fund 
          Aaron & Giovanna Dunkel 
           

In memory of his father,  
Murray Siegel 
          Adrienne Kaye   
                   

Music Fund 
To Ben and Sarah Rauch 
In honor of their wedding 
          Irwin Rosen & Sharon Hirshberg
            

 

To Cantor Marian 
Wishing her a speedy recovery 
          Irwin Rosen & Sharon Hirshberg
           

To Aaron Visco 
In memory of his grandmother 
          Irwin Rosen & Sharon Hirshberg
            

To Eve Blaustein 
In memory of her mother 
          Irwin Rosen & Sharon Hirshberg
            

To Eric Schkrutz 
In honor of becoming a Jersey City 
Firefighter 
          Irwin Rosen & Sharon Hirshberg 
 

Religious School Fund 
A Donation to the Youth Group was 
made by Marian Kleinman 
    
Streaming Service Donation 
          Jonathan Pinn &  
          Karen Seemen Pinn     
 

Neighbors helping Neighbors 
If you are having difficulties getting essential food 
or medication into your home,  
if you are living alone, out of work or feeling 
isolated, please contact Nancy Sambul at 
nancy@betheljc.org. Our members want to help 
as best as we can. If you are able to help deliver 
groceries or medication on one of your trips, or if 
you are able to make calls to check in on our 
elderly or isolated, please let Nancy know. 

to  

 

 Mark, Deborah, Jeremy, 
Molly and Brittany Kahn 
on the death of Mark's 
mother, Dorothy Kahan.  



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Save Temple Beth-El as your charity at 
smile.amazon.com.  It costs you nothing, and 

up to 6% of what you spend on most 
Amazon offerings will come back to  

Temple Beth-El! 

               Yahrzeits    Yahrzeits/Memorial Plaques/ 
Simcha Tree Leaves 

Remember and Honor 
 

The yahrzeit, or anniversary of a loved one's 
passing, is a time to remember the person, in the 
synagogue by reciting the Kaddish prayer, 
through the giving of extra charity and through 
learning. Each week at services we speak aloud 
the names of those people whose yahrzeit has 
occurred that week.  
 To update your family's yahrzeit listings go to 
the TBE yahrzeit list or call or write the office.  

 To purchase a Memorial Plaque to honor the 
memory of your loved ones click here 
 To purchase a Simcha Tree Leaf to honor or 
congratulate friends or family members for 
special events or accomplishments please click 
here 

 

Week ending February 6 
Laura Harwood 
Bradford Menkes   
Simy Burman Neels 
Adolph Rabinowitz 
Douglas Sandlaufer  
Ruth Tarlowe 
 
Week ending February 13 
Juliette Barland 
Judith Ferbel  
Jane Scanlon 
Irene Vogelman  
Harry Zlotowicz 
 
Week ending February 20 
Joseph Abbott 
Allan Roy Bardack 
 

 

Robert D. Bouer 
Jeanette Cohen 
Isador Cuttler  
Fred Danzig 
Joel P. Eisenberg 
Ethel Pesin 
Malvina Rabinowitz 
Mae Rosenzweig 
Esther Rose Smith 
Miriam Swerdloff-Karp 
 
Week ending February 28 
Paul Bardack 
George J. Bookman 
Peter Menkes 
David Roter  
Nathan Schwartz 

Extraordinary times may compel one to make difficult decisions for which they were not 
previously prepared. Whether you find yourself faced with the decisions surrounding the 
death of a family member or you are considering making advance plans, Temple Beth-El has 
a plot of burial grounds in Mount Moriah Cemetery in Fairview, NJ.  
 

Mount Moriah is a beautiful and well-maintained cemetery that has been serving the Jewish 
Community for over 100 years. The cemetery is located on the slopes of the Palisades just a 
few minutes from Hudson County, between Kennedy Blvd and Routes 1&9. The Temple’s 
graves are located on the main road of the cemetery and are adjacent to our original plot 
where, among many of our founding members, our founding rabbi, the late Maurice Thorner 
is buried. These graves are available for purchase, either as a family plot or individual graves. 
For further information, please contact Larry Gutterman at admin@betheljc.org 

Moved? Changed emails?  
We want to stay in 

touch.  
 

Please take a moment to let us 
know if we’ve got it right or if you’d rather we 
use different contact information. Send your 
preferred email address, phone numbers and 
mailing address of all the members of your 
household to Bob Kahan, our Office Manager 
at admin@betheljc.org  
 

We know that if you’re reading this, we have 
your email. However, we may not have your 
partner’s or your friend’s email address. Will 
you help us by asking them to send us an 
accurate email address if they do not receive 
Temple emails? Thank you!  
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GREAT BLOWOUT SALE! 

Sale runs throughout the year! 

 
Place your ad here! 

 
Contact ads@betheljc.org  


