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 Financial Health in Trying Times    

 by Tom Rosensweet, Temple President 
 

Our fiscal year is rapidly coming to an end and, as usual, we'll start the new one on July 1. Of course, not 

much is "usual" about Temple life this year. Covid-19 has made us change our routines, kept us from our friends 

and family-members, kept us physically away from Temple, forced us to work at home — if we're fortunate 

enough still to have a job — and, most brutally, taken some dear friends and family members from us. 

  

But since 1864, this old congregation has survived wars, pandemics and shifting demographics, and I'm 

confident it will survive this awful moment in time. 

  

Every year at this time the Board looks at the financial health of the congregation and determines a suggested 

level of free-will giving, or "Terumah." We have agreed to hold it to $2,400, the same as the last two years.  

  

This is not because we don't need more money. In fact, the 2020-21 Budget passed by the Board foresees a 

$30,000 deficit in the next fiscal year. This is true even though we continue to have a bare-bones budget with 

limited staff who, thankfully, work like crazy to keep the Temple running, even in these times, with remote 

services, religious school, and the like. Our volunteers continue to run the Temple Youth Group, and to staff 

and supply our Food Pantry. 

  

The problem is that we simply do not bring in enough income from year to 

year. We have been blessed in past years with the proverbial manna from 

heaven, like payments from HBO to use our Temple for filming The Plot 

Against America, or a big bequest. But we cannot rely on these one-time shots 

in the arm to keep our financial boat afloat.     

 

Sadly, this is nothing new. Over the past two decades, we eroded a sizeable 

investment account that had been established by our forebears, leaving us with 

little surplus to survive potentially difficult times like this one. Wouldn't it be grand to have additional income 

to spend on programs and projects at the temple, and to restore the endowment that kept our congregation 

going when it was needed? To do this, to improve and stabilize the financial health of our congregation, we 

need to raise more money from our members than we have in the past few years. 

 

Yet, just as we need to ask for more, so many of our congregants are only able to give less. Growing inequities 

in the distribution of wealth, exacerbated by the Covid-19 crisis, have made it impossible for many of our 

members to be as generous to the Temple as they would like. Click here to pledge and pay. 

  

So...if you can afford it, please pledge the full $2,400 that the Board is asking. In fact, please give more if you 

can, to help sustain the membership of those who can't provide this level of financial support but who 

contribute to our community in so many other ways. Your generous donation can also help cover religious 

school tuition for families who need assistance. 

  

If you gave $500 last year, can you make it $1,000? If you gave $1,500, can you give the full $2,400? And if 

you gave $2,400, can you give some more — an extra $250, or $500, or even $1,000 — to help our 

congregation and those members who can't pay the full amount?      

         

                continued on page 5 

See Rabbi Moritt’s 

important article 

about reopening 

Temple Beth-El to 

services — on page 3 

https://betheljc.org/community-2/tbe-membership/tbe-terumah/terumah-pledge/


TEMPLE BETH -EL 

Temple Beth-El                                       
2419 Kennedy Boulevard at Harrison Avenue     

Jersey City, NJ 07304                                                 
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Email:  office@betheljc.org                                       
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Office hours:  
Mon-Fri 10am—1pm 
 

 

Rabbi Moritt is available for virtual 
pastoral counseling and her other usual 
duties during this challenging time. To 
keep our employees healthy, most are 
working from home with adjusted hours 
and limited access to files. Our phones and 
emails are up and running.  

Rabbi Leana Moritt rabbimoritt@betheljc.org  

Rabbi Emeritus Kenneth Brickman                           
                   rabbibrickman@betheljc.org 

Cantor Risa Wallach 
cantorwallach@betheljc.org 

Tom Rosensweet, President tom@betheljc.org                           

Karen Seemen Pinn, Vice President 

Nancy Sambul, Vice President 

Dan Tarnopol, Vice President 

Michael Shuchman, Treasurer    

Suzanne Goldstein-Smith, Financial Sec. 

Laraine Schwartz, Recording Secretary            

Bob Kahan, Office Manager   
                    admin@betheljc.org 

Kay Magilavy, Past President 
                         kay@betheljc.org 

All services at Temple Beth-El will be via Zoom video 

conferencing technology until further notice.  

To use Zoom: 

1. Download the Zoom program at https://zoom.us 

2. Click here to enter  

3. Enable your camera to view 

4. Make sure your computer’s sound/microphone is muted.        

(All participants will be muted during the service.) 

5. Wait to be granted access from the “waiting room.” 

Zoom can be utilized on a computer/laptop, iPad/tablet or 

cell phone.  

To follow the service with a digital flip book siddur, click here  

 

Virtual is good, but really bringing Shabbat into your home is 

even better! Set up candles, wine/juice and challah/bread in 

front of your screen and let’s literally light the candles, make 

kiddush and motzi together.  
 

All Shabbat morning services and pot luck dinners are 

suspended until further notice.  
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friday, June 5 

Kabbalat Shabbat services over Zoom     8:00 pm 

Graduation Shabbat 

Guest teacher: Bar Mitzvah, Rafael Lantz 
 

Saturday, June 6 Postponed: bar mitzvah of Rafael Lantz 
 

Friday, June 12 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service over Zoom               8:00 pm 
 

Saturday, June 13  

Tot Shabbat on Zoom                10:30 am 
 

Friday, June 19  

Kabbalat Shabbat services over Zoom     8:00 pm 
 

Friday, June 26 

Kabbalat Shabbat services over Zoom               8:00 pm  
 

Friday, July 3 

Kabbalat Shabbat services over Zoom (lay-led)            8:00 pm 
 

Friday, July 10 

Kabbalat Shabbat services over Zoom     8:00 pm 

Welcome our new Cantorial Soloist, Marian Kleinman! 

 

Shabbat Candle Lighting  
 

Friday, June 5 

Friday, June 12 

Friday, June 19 

Friday, June 26 

Friday, July 3 

Friday, July 10 

8:06 pm 

8:10 pm 

8:13 pm 

8:14 pm 

8:13 pm 

8:10 pm    

      Moved? Changed emails? We want to stay in touch.  

Please take a moment to let us know if we’ve 

got it right or if you’d rather we use different 

contact information. Send your preferred 

email address, phone numbers and mailing 

address of all the members of your household 

to Bob Kahan, our Office Manager at admin@betheljc.org  

We know that if you’re reading this, we have your email. 

However, we may not have your partner’s or your friend’s 

email address. Will you help us by asking them to send us an 

accurate email address if they do not receive Temple emails?  

Thank you!  

mailto:office@betheljc.org
http://www.betheljc.org
mailto:rabbimorittl@betheljc.org
mailto:rabbibrickman@betheljc.org
mailto:cantorwallach@betheljc.org
mailto:tom@betheljc.org
mailto:admin@betheljc.org
mailto:kay@betheljc.org
https://zoom.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/775213809
https://www.ccarpress.org/content.asp?tid=583
mailto:admin@betheljc.org
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           Home for the Holidays?  

                 Jewish Values, Crystal Balls and Opening Temple Beth-El 

                         by Rabbi Leana Moritt 
 

I had the occasion to drive south on the Garden State Parkway over Memorial Day weekend. 

It was a beautiful day and I noted that there was, in fact, more traffic than I had encountered 

on any other day over the last few months. However, I was still moving at a pretty good clip 

which, as anyone who has ever been on the Garden State Parkway over a summer weekend 

could tell you, is impossible during “normal” times. No, I wasn’t driving to the beach, though 

I did harbor serious fantasies about it. Like all of us, enduring weeks of social distancing is 

getting profoundly tedious. However, if I had any thoughts to throwing caution to the wind, all I had to do 

was recall what brought me out that day. It was to officiate at a graveside funeral. 

 

The days and the decisions upon us now are actually more challenging than they were last month, when it was 

cold outside and we were counting the how many days it took for infections and death to double. Now that 

the growth curve has been “flattened” in our area, we need to begin making personal and communal decisions 

for the weeks and months ahead and, most notably, about the High Holy Days in just three short months. 

 

The High Holy Days are called the “Days of Awe” (Yamim Nora’im) in the best of times. We are called to take 

an accounting of our lives in the month leading up to Rosh Hashana and pray for life. This year we must start 

earlier, literally, for the protection of our lives. Keeping in mind how fluid the situation is and how impossible it 

is to forecast the future; and given the time and logistics involved with creating meaningful and complex 

services, we must plan based on imperfect information long before usual. Guided by the best of science and 

public health recommendations that are available, we will be drawing upon and strengthened by Jewish values. 

These values will help guide our decisions throughout the months ahead, knowing they will be difficult and 

imprecise. I am grateful to Rabbis Rick Jacobs and Joe Black for helping me frame these values to our days.  

 

 Pikuach Nefesh. Saving a life. This is the most important of all Jewish values and tops the list. Our tradition 

teaches that all other mitzvot can be set aside in order that human life is preserved. Every decision around 

reopening our facilities will be made with this in mind. 

 Minyan. Jewish prayer and gathering in a community quorum of no fewer than ten adult Jews. We are 

created as social animals and biologically and spiritual strengthened by our presence. Though far from ideal, 

during this time of social distancing we will continue to meet virtually for prayer, learning, song and social 

connection until it is safe to return.  

 Dina d’malchuta dina. The law of the land is the law. Jewish history has taught us that as loyal citizens of 

the countries in which we have lived, we affirm our sacred responsibility (mitzvah) to support and follow 

the laws of our nation — unless they violate basic and fundamental aspects of our faith.  

 Lo ta’ashok sachir. Treat workers fairly. Each person working in the Temple is unique and has their own 

needs. We are committed to doing all that we can to ensure that reopening will have minimal impact on 

our ability to care for ourselves and our loved ones. This also goes for the many volunteers who enable the 

day-to-day functioning of our many Temple events. We will strive to understand, anticipate and support 

each individual’s unique needs and comfort level when we speak of reentry into our building.  

 Simcha. Rejoicing. Even in dark and challenging times, we seek the sparks of joy available in the moment. So 

many of our cherished life cycle events have been postponed, cancelled or radically reformulated due to 

health concerns.  We will continue to celebrate Jewish life within the constraints before us.  

 Kedusha. Uniqueness. We often translate Kedusha as “holiness.” A deeper understanding and more accurate 

English translation is recognizing the uniqueness of each person, each moment and God. Each of us has 

different responsibilities, relationships and needs. A decision for one person or family may not perfectly 

apply to another. We will work hard to understand and respond to each situation as best as we can.  

 Mipnei seivah takum. You shall rise before the aged. We celebrate the multi-generational character of our 

community. We must not take actions that would either stigmatize or compromise the health and well-being  

           continued on page 4 
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                        Rabbi’s Message    continued from page 3 

 

      of our elderly and individuals with preexisting conditions who are considered most vulnerable to Covid-19. 

 Aseih l’cha Rav Find yourself a rabbi. Though often translated as “teacher,” the term “rabbi” in this phrase, 

in fact suggests expertise. In our Jewish lives, we rely upon the knowledge and guidance of our clergy. As 

we confront this public health crisis, though, we look to the expertise of public health authorities, specialists 

in infectious disease, and epidemiologists for guidance concerning the best decisions for our communities. 

 Chazon. Vision. As we progress from days to weeks to months functioning in isolation, we will learn a 

great deal about our own deep pool of strength and resilience. When it is over, we will have learned new 

ways of sustaining ourselves in community; new skills and important new ways to connect and support one 

another that will serve us well on the other end of this pandemic. Keeping our eye on the larger picture 

will allow us to grow from this experience, even within the fear and loss. 

 Hevu m’tunim. “Be Patient.” Being patient while deliberating is crucial. While originally attributed to 

making decisions in a court of law, this value has far-reaching implications for us as well. In a situation that 

is constantly changing, overwhelmed by polarizing opinions and emotions; and unprecedented in our lives, 

we do not have all the answers to the problems with which we are confronted. We must all be patient and 

deliberate. We feel confident in our abilities to make well-reasoned and appropriate decisions for the 

congregation most of the time, but we also are prepared to learn from mistakes. The road back will be 

bumpy and imperfect. Know that we will make decisions that are in the best interest of the congregation 

and will always have the welfare of the congregation and our people at heart. We will aim to serve, 

protect and accommodate all as best as possible.  
 

With this, I’d like to take a moment to address our plans for the High Holy Days. As sad as it is to say it, in 

coordination with our President, Tom Rosensweet, senior leadership and our Religious Practices Committee, 

we feel we must be prepared for virtual services. When faced with the choice of streaming live services or 

streaming prerecorded services/some live, a number of factors emerge. Specifically, an exclusively live service 

would severely limit the number of participants and vehicles available for community engagement.  It would 

essentially limit the entire service to a camera monotonously fixed on Morah Marian and me for the duration 

of our services. Given the impossibility of proper planning, a live service would also limit creativity. 

Alternatively, a prerecorded service would maximize the number of participants and potential elements of the 

service.  Prerecording will also enable interactive live portions. Ideally, this will enable us to create a service 

that combines musical/liturgical audio/video of our bimah team from our sanctuary with participation from 

members of our community, as we usually do. It would also leave open the possibility that, should it feel safe 

and appropriate, a pared-down alternative could still be available live for those who feel comfortable.  

 

The truth is that our decisions will be imperfect because our world and our data is imperfect. No matter what 

the logistics, the holidays will remind us of how painful the losses of the last several months have been. At the 

same time, we know that even virtually, we will be uplifted and inspired, that together we will face the new 

year with a renewed sense of purpose and solidarity. Together we will face the reality of our lives and our 

world that will move us to tears in ways that perhaps the Yamim Nora’im never have.  They will truly be Days 

of Awe for all of us.  

 

In the spirit of community, I am asking for your help. If you have expertise in videography or audio recording, 

digital editing, livestreaming and/or hosting and registration for web-based events, can you help the Temple’s 

High Holy Day Production team?  If you are an expert in public health or epidemiology, can you serve in an 

advisory capacity in the Temple’s decision making? If so, please let me know.  

 

In closing, I hope and pray that soon we will be able to worship, study, celebrate, hug, nosh and comfort one 

another in person. Until then, we remain strong, resolute in our service to our community and we give thanks 

for the bonds that keep us connected in this disorienting and difficult time. 

 

In friendship and humility, 

Rabbi Leana Moritt 
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                    Welcome "Morah" (teacher) Marian Kleinman 

 

The building may be closed, but Temple Beth-El is teeming with activity. 

  

We have all become very fond of Cantor Risa Wallach and her beautiful music and work with 

the children over the last year. When she advised us that she would be seeking full-time 

congregational work, we were sad, but also saw it as a sign and opportunity for our Temple's 

growth. We wish her only the best in her new position at Temple Beth-El in Hillsborough, NJ. 

  

We are delighted to announce that Marian Kleinman will be joining our staff as of July 1 both as our Cantorial 

Soloist and our new Director of Education. 

  

"Morah Marian" will fill key roles at the Temple in this phase of our growth. As a certified teacher, and with 14 

years of experience as a Religious School Principal, she is a respected presence in New Jersey Jewish education. 

In her "day job," Marian is a supplemental teacher in the Ramapo High School for special needs children. 

Working closely with the Youth Education Committee and Rabbi Moritt, she will be responsible for directing all 

aspects of our school and youth education, including our burgeoning teen program and Tot Shabbat. 

  

Cantorial Soloist "Morah" Marian has been leading services, children's choir and training children for bar/bat 

mitzvah for various congregations since 2004. She has studied the art of the cantorate at the Academy for 

Jewish Religion (NY) and holds an MA in Jewish Studies from Gratz College in Philadelphia. In addition to 

taking the musical lead for our services, Morah Marian will train our children for bar/bat mitzvah (along with 

Rabbi Moritt), and teach music in the school. 

  

In addition to her substantial credentials, we know you will find Morah Marian a wonderful presence and voice 

here at Temple Beth-El. Our heartfelt thanks go out to Lari Schwartz and Merrick Brodsky and the Cantorial 

Search Committee; Karen Seemen-Pinn, Laura Katzive, 

Zachary Metz and the entire Education Search 

Committee for their work. The two committees screened 

and interviewed candidates and both independently 

decided that Marian was the best person for the 

respective roles. That we found all that we were looking 

for in one terrific person is an incredible blessing. 

  

Of course, we can never express enough gratitude to Kay 

Magilavy, who, for 19 years developed the school to 

what it is now as our volunteer Co-Director. We hope 

that she will always take great pride in the school she has 

grown and the many neshamot (Jewish souls) she has 

nurtured. May she enjoy watching as our educational 

program evolves from the powerful seeds she has 

planted. 

  

In friendship, 

Tom Rosensweet, President & Rabbi Leana Moritt 

Thank you to the TBE Youth 

Group, who enjoyed getting 

together once again, virtually, 

and creating nonvirtual cards 

for the elderly in our 

community.  

                                                 President’s Message               continued from page 1 

 

One last thing...every year, a significant number of people are slow to make their Terumah pledge. Some 

who do pledge fail to keep up with the payment schedule that they promised. So please finish paying your 

2019—2020 pledge now, and start to pay for 2020—2021 by August 15. In exchange for your generosity, 

we promise that Temple Beth-El will be here for you, now and in the future, through whatever challenges 

come our way. Thank you for your continued support, and our best wishes for the health and safety of you 

and your loved ones.  
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Saturday, June 13   
@ 10:30 over Zoom! 

  

Calling all children 0-5 and their 
grownups!  Bracha the bear is safe 
inside the Temple, but to keep us 
all connected, Rabbi Moritt and 
Cantor Wallach will hold an 
abbreviated Tot Shabbat over 
Zoom. Click here to join in. 
10.30-11am with your favorite songs 
and story time.          

                           

       Mark your calendars for Tot Shabbat mornings through the end of the summer.  
      July 11          August 15  
           Watch your emails for when we return from our virtual location back to our Beth-El home. 

              If you are not on our Tot Shabbat list, please email office@betheljc.org and ask to be added  
to our email list. Drop-ins always welcome. 

sponsored by  

   

Graduation Shabbat   

Friday, June 5 @ 8pm   

 

Temple Beth-El celebrates  

     all our graduates! 

 
We know your celebration this year is not quite as 

you imagined, but let your Temple community 

celebrate you and your accomplishments.  

Please let us know who in your family is graduating 

and from where so we can fete you at  

Graduation Shabbat— even if you aren’t able to 

make it to services.  
 

  Graduate School    College   High School    

Middle   Elementary   Pre-School 

You tell us!  
 

Send the name of your graduate with the school 

from which they have graduated to 

nancy@betheljc.org to have your graduate’s name 

listed on our Graduation Roll.  

We will only list their first name and  

name of the school. 

 
 

   June 25: Unorthodox  
  by Deborah Feldman 

 

Next up (date TBD): Rashi’s Daughters  
by Maggie Anton 

 

All meetings will be at 8 pm on Zoom 
 until further notice. 

 

Email Joanna Tartikoff at bookclub@betheljc.org  
for the Zoom link. 

Join the TBE  

https://zoom.us/j/9473024452
mailto:office@betheljc.org
mailto:nancy@betheljc.org
mailto:bookclub@betheljc.org


TEMPLE BETH -EL PAGE   7 

— A Huge Success 

by Nancy Sambul, VP, Fundraising 

 

We had 56 members and non-members participate in the Giving Tuesday Matching Fund Campaign.   

 

There were past members who still get our newsletter and weekly emails. There were people who got High 

Holiday tickets and still get our emails. There were parents and friends of people who shared about this 

campaign. 

 

As a result, we raised a total of $23,000, almost all of which has already arrived at Temple Beth-El.   

 

And we will be getting almost another $1,000 early in our next fiscal year from the Facebook Fundraiser that 

was running at the same time. Thanks to Jennifer Strong, Robin Schkrutz and Karen Seemen-Pinn who made 

sure to share that one also on our Facebook pages. 

 

Thank you to all for your generosity. This campaign is over, helping us finish the current fiscal year in better 

shape than we had hoped for. 

 

If you wished that you had participated, the best and easiest way now is to make your Terumah pledge for our 

new fiscal year in July and maybe increase it by the gift you would have made.   

 

Donors to the Giving Tuesday Campaign: 

Elaine Aarons 

Beth Achenbach 

Heidi Bramson & Ryan Joseph 

Peter & Evelyn Bramson 

Merrick & Tina Brodsky 

Joel Caminer & Ellen Simon 

Jim Charatan 

Raimy & Brian Cheyne 

Margaret Dolbee-Russek 

Aaron & Giovanna Dunkel 

Alexia Feldman 

Philip & Amanda Gary 

Suzanne Goldstein Smith 

Eliot & Stacey Goldstein 

Sara Green & Kevin Goldberg 

Danielle Green 

Larry Gutterman 

Katelyn Halpern 

Jeffrey Hoffman  

Jeff Kaplowitz 

Laura Katzive & Dan Ackman 

Jason & Marina Kirschener 

Joseph Koskuba & Michael Dzenis 

John Kristal 

Susan & Lily Lasovick 

Craig & Michele Linder 

Deborah Lipp 

Seth Lubin 

Stuart Lutz & Sara McHugh 

Kay Magilavy & Norman Mayersohn 

Carol McKell 

Joanne Melitista 

Alain Mentha & Jennifer Strong 

Zachary Metz 

Rabbis Leana Moritt & Steven Kushner 

Mike Noveck 

Glen Pertz 

Karen Seemen Pinn & Jon Pinn 

Hilary Pinn 

Peter Retzlaff 

Irwin Rosen & Sharon Hirschberg 

Tom Rosensweet & Barbara Hines 

Shirley & Harvey Roter 

Nancy Sambul 

Ben Sam  

Nathan Sambul 

Benjamin Sambul 

Robin & Alex Schkrutz 

Karen & Fred Schnur 

Laraine Schwartz 

Edyth Shapiro & Stuart Kaufman 

Loryn Slotsky 

Sara Welsh & Sergio Stifelman 

Marcus Weiss 

Pat Wilson 

Paul Zajac 

 

Please add Temple Beth-El’s Annual Congregational Meeting to your 

calendar on Sunday, June 14 at 12:00 noon. We’ll have a brief review of 

the year’s events and a look forward to fiscal year 2020-21. Then we’ll vote 

on the 2020-21 budget that has been proposed by the Board and the new 

slate of Officers and Trustees that has been proposed by the Nominating 

Committee. Watch your email for the “official” invitation, which will be 

sent in the first few days of June. 

 

All members in good standing (members who have made and paid their pledge for the year) may vote. The 

Temple Constitution gives a vote to every adult over 18 in a member household, including non-Jewish life 

partners. 

Sunday June 14 @ noon 
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     Mincha* Moments : a twice weekly spiritual check-in 
Social isolation doesn't have to mean spiritual isolation. 

Stay connected to each other and the Temple and nurture your spirit. 
  

Take a break from your day and elevate your soul. Join Rabbi Moritt, Cantor Wallach and special 

guests for a brief (10-15 minute) offering. We will change it up with combinations of song, 

teaching, meditation, imagery and/or prayer. We will also offer a misheberach l'cholim (a prayer 

for those who are ill) at every meeting. 

  

Every Wednesday and Sunday at 6 pm until normal life resumes outside our homes.  

On Zoom: Download the program from zoom.us if you have not already. Join in by clicking here 

If you need to use the phone instead, call (929) 205-6099; Meeting ID: 531 503 090   

You will be muted upon entry and may need to activate your camera. 

  

*  Mincha (Hebrew, pronounced minha) 

     1. A gift offering 

    2. The afternoon time for prayer 

     3. Rest 

 

MiSheberach (song by Debbie Friedman) 

Mi shebeirach avoteinu ַרְך ִמי בֵּ ינּו שֶׁ ינּו ַהְבָרָכה ְמקֹור ַאבֹותֵּ ְלִאמֹותֵּ  
M'kor hab'racha l'imoteinu 

May the source of strength 

Who blessed the ones before us, 

Help us find the courage to make our lives a blessing, 

and let us say, Amen. 

Mi shebeirach imoteinu ַרְך ִמי בֵּ ינּו שֶׁ ינּו ַהְבָרָכה ְמקֹור ִאמֹותֵּ ְלֲאבֹותֵּ  
M'kor habrachah l'avoteinu 

Bless those in need of healing with r'fuah sh'leimah, 

The renewal of body, the renewal of spirit, 

And let us say, Amen. 

 

 

                          Neighbors helping Neighbors 

Social Distancing is especially hard on our seniors and disabled folks. We want to help.  

We started and still prioritize our seniors and disabled folks, but very soon realized that  

the social distancing necessitated by this pandemic isn’t hard only on them.  

  If you are living alone or are now out of work, we want to know.  

     If you are having difficulties getting essential food or medication into your home, if you 

are living alone, out of work or feeling isolated, please contact Nancy Sambul at nancy@betheljc.org. Our 

members want to help as best as we can. If you are able to help deliver groceries or medication on one of 

your trips, or if you  are able to make calls to check in on our  elderly and isolated, please let Nancy know. 

If you or a loved one are ill and would like to be added to our misheberach 

l’cholim list (prayer for healing), please let Rabbi Moritt know at 

rabbimoritt@betheljc.org 

We are happy to pray for the healing of body, spirit, psyche and relationship 

of anyone of any religion. Please include the Hebrew name of the person/

people in your prayers (if known) and your phone number so we can be in 

touch. 

As eager as we are to pray for your healing, we are especially happy when we 

can take you off the list, fully restored. Remember to let us know that too.  

Prayer said upon washing 

hands for sacred purposes: 

Baruch atah Adonai eloheinu 

melech ha'olam asher kidshanu 

b'mitzvotav vitzivanu al netilat 

yadayim. 

ינּו ָה׳ ַאָתה ָברּוְך ְך ֱאֹלהֵּ לֶׁ  ָהעֹוָלם מֶׁ
ר  ְנִטיַלת ַעל ְוִצָּונּו ְבִמְצֹוָתיו ִקְדָשנּו ֲאשֶׁ

       ָיַדִים
 

Blessed are you Adonai, our 

God, sovereign over all time 

and space, who sanctifies us 

with your mitzvot and enjoins 

us to elevate our hands.  

http://zoom.us/
https://zoom.us/j/531503090
mailto:nancy@betheljc.org
mailto:rabbimoritt@betheljc.org
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    Temple Beth-El Weekly Food Pantry     Wednesdays 5:30—7:00 pm 

   Mike Noveck & Alain Mentha, TBE Social Action Committee Co-Chairs 

 

For many of us, “social distancing” means an extended stay indoors with our 

families and loved ones. These are stressful times for all of us, as we worry 

about the lack of food in grocery stores and the closure of restaurants that we 

normally rely on for food. For many of society's most vulnerable people, 

however, these stresses are immensely magnified. The people who visit 

Temple Beth-El's food pantry are often homeless or live in severely 

dilapidated housing conditions. While we worry about being cooped up at 

home, they may not have a home to be cooped up in. While we worry 

about cooking dinner every night, they may not have a functional kitchen to cook in. And while we worry 

about depleting our financial reserves, they lack any financial savings or source of income. 

 

During these difficult times, then, it is all the more essential that we keep our food pantry open as long as 

possible.  To do so, we need your help.  Here are some ways you can help serve our pantry:  

 

1. DONATE. We rely on personal donations of food to keep our pantry running. Please consider making a 

contribution. 

      a.  We have set up an Amazon Wishlist, available here. We’ve even created a QR code that takes you right 

to it (see below). For now, please do NOT have packages delivered to the Temple as there is no one to receive 

packages. Please use Mike Noveck’s gift registry address. We also encourage you to set up a "subscribe and 

save" monthly order for your donation. We are happy to provide donation receipts for your taxes. 

      b.  You can also purchase food and bring it to the temple. Please coordinate with our office manager, Bob 

Kahan, at office@betheljc.org, for a time to drop off your donation. You can also bring your donation to the 

pantry when it is open on Wednesday evenings. 

      c.  You can make a financial donation by clicking here. Please mark the designation "Something else" and 

write "food pantry" in the comments box. 

 

2.  VOLUNTEER. Our pantry is open on Wednesday evenings, and we need volunteers from 5:30—7:00 

pm. Volunteers pack bags starting at 5:30 pm; the pantry opens at 6:00 pm and stays open until approximately 

6:30 pm, at which time volunteers close the pantry and clean up. 

      a.  Please sign up via our Sign Up Genius link here. Please do not come to the pantry without signing 

up. We want to ensure appropriate social distancing by having only 2-3 volunteers at 

any given time. 

      b.  We practice appropriate hygiene and social distancing at the pantry, including: 

(1) volunteers must wash hands immediately upon entering the building; (2) volunteers 

must wear gloves while packing and handing out food (which will be provided); (3) 

bags must be handed out directly from volunteers to pantry visitors at the front door — 

no rummaging through bags or items, and no visitors allowed inside the building at all 

(including the foyer). 

 

Thank you so much for your support in keeping our food pantry running during these 

difficult times. And please stay safe and well. 

 

  We are grateful to announce that, in honor of his beloved memory, the Ben 

Yuval Scholarship has made a generous donation to the Temple Beth-El Food 

Pantry. The Scholarship was especially moved by the fact that we are delivering 

food to all in the Jersey City community who come in need, regardless of their 

religious beliefs or non-beliefs. During these challenging times, it does all of our 

souls good to know there are others that have their hands and hearts open to 

those who are struggling.    

 

 To learn more about the Food Pantry and how to support it, see below. 

https://amzn.to/2WgAHys
https://amzn.to/2WgAHys
mailto:office@betheljc.org
mailto:admin@betheljc.org
https://www.sagepayments.net/eftcart/forms/donate.asp?M_id=666624678177
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a48a9ad23aaf94-tbefood
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Sustaining Fund 
In memory of Sheila Gaines  

Jill Armus & Robert Piersanti  
Lisa Koch    
Pascale Nijhof 
Robert Johnson & Carmine   
 Simmons 

Emily Peterson  
Donna Shakked  
Lolita Takii  

 

In memory of Eugene Rottenberg  
           Mildred Rottenberg  
 

In memory of Yetta DeNoble 
 on her yahrzeit 
           Robert & Patricia H. DeNoble 

           Edward & Virginia DeNoble 

             

In memory of Dr. Sidney Katz  
           Joseph & Anna Malinowski 
 

In memory of my mother,  
Libby Bergen  
           Carol B. Pantuck  
  

In memory of my mother,  
Ursula Cohen 
           Roberta Price  
  

In memory of my brother, 
Irving Vogelman, on his yahrzeit  
           Molly Heitner  
   

In memory of Lennox McKell  
           Merrick J. & Judith Brodsky 
  

In memory of Roehl Empestan 
           Joshua & Jennifer Schaeffer 
  

In memory of my mother,  
Eileen Pollack    
           Kevin R. Wexler  
  

In memory of Shirley Haar  
on her yahrzeit 
           Lynn & Michael J. Reichgott 
 

In memory of Murray Siegel  
           Adrienne Kaye   

In memory of Jerome Sinclair 
Leibowitz 
           Sergio Stifelman & Sara J. Welch 
 

In memory of my parents,  
Shirley & Harold Lubin 
           Seth Lubin   
 

In  honor of Eileen Eisenberg 
           Michael Eisenberg &  
               Fran Karp-Eisenberg 
 

In memory of Barbara Hines’ father, 
Willis Hines 
           Harvey & Shirley Roter  
 

Music Fund 
In memory of Sheila Gaines  

Irwin Rosen & Sharon Hirshberg 
Fred & Karen Schnur 

  

Wishing Arnie Bettinger a speedy 
recovery 

Fred & Karen Schnur 
 

In memory of our father,  
Nathan Schnur, on his yahrzeit 
           Fred & Karen Schnur 
 

To Jessi Empestan 
in memory of Roehl Empestan 
           Irwin Rosen & Sharon Hirshberg 
           Nancy & Nathan Sambul 
 

In honor of Mayor Steven Fulop,  
in recognition of his leadership 

Irwin Rosen & Sharon Hirshberg 
 

In memory of Isadora Zlotowicz’s 
brother-in-law Jerome Sinclair 
           Nancy & Nathan Sambul 
           Fred & Karen Schnur 
 

Wishing Irena Marchel’s husband, 
Jerzy, a speedy recovery 
           Nancy & Nathan Sambul 
 

Wishing a speedy and complete 
recovery to Brenda & Jay Eagle 
           Nancy & Nathan Sambul 
 

Condolences to Jessica, Jason  
& Alexandra Smith 
           Nancy & Nathan Sambul 
 

Thanks to Cantor Wallach for  
her lovely Mincha Moments 
 Nancy & Nathan Sambul 
 

Thank you to Rabbi Moritt for  
her lovely Mincha Moments 
 Nancy & Nathan Sambul 
 

Thank you for Michelle P and  
Rabbi Dennis for calls 
           Nancy & Nathan Sambul 
 

Mazel Tov to Dexter Hudspeth,  
Loryn Slotsky and Eric Hudspeth 
           Nancy & Nathan Sambul 
 

Mazel Tov to Henry Eig, Chris Eig  
and Jennifer Dusel 
           Nancy & Nathan Sambul 
 

Mazel Tov to Ben Rosenberg,  
David & Laura Popp 
           Nancy & Nathan Sambul 
 

In memory of our mother,  
Ruth Golin, on her yahrzeit 
           Fred & Karen Schnur 
 

In memory of Arthur Levine 
           Irwin Rosen & Sharon Hirshberg  
 
 

Tributes 
 To celebrate a happy occasion  • To say I’m sorry for your loss   

•To remember your loved ones   •To thank someone for a kindness   

A card acknowledging your contribution will be sent to the recipient, and the message will be listed 

in the newsletter.  To send a tribute, use the form online or write, email or call the Temple office. 

to  

 

 

 

 

 

.  

Stephanie Chaiken on  

the death of her partner,  

Bradley Fields.  
 

Steven, Jaclyn and  

Jaxon Fulop on the death 

of Steven’s grandmother, 

Elizabeth Fulop 

http://www.betheljc.org/donate/


 

 

 

 

Save Temple Beth-El as your charity on 

smile.amazon.com.  It costs you nothing, and 

up to 6% of what you spend on most 

Amazon offerings will come back to Temple 

Beth-El! 

             Yahrzeits     
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Yahrzeits/Memorial Plaques/ 

Simcha Tree Leaves 
 

The yahrzeit, or anniversary of a loved one's 

passing, is a time to remember the person, in 

the synagogue by reciting the Kaddish 

prayer, through the giving of extra charity 

and through learning. Each week at services 

we speak aloud the names of those people 

whose yahrzeit has occurred that week.  

 To update your family's yahrzeit listings go 

to the TBE yarhzeit list or call or write the 

office.  

 To purchase a Memorial Plaque to honor 

the memory of your loved ones click here 

 To purchase a Simcha Tree Leaf to honor 

or congratulate friends or family members 

for special events or accomplishments please 

click here 

Week ending June 6 

Joanne Caminer  
Irving Gromer 
Frieda Hirshberg 
Miriam Kushner 
Maxwell Rosenzweig 
Estelle Siegel 
Sondra Silver 
Nathan Trachman  
 

Week ending June 13 

Hortense Gutmann 
Rabbi David Hachen 
Minnie Levine 
Martha W. Schonberg 
Ann Vogelman 
 

 

Week ending June 20 

Sol Frank 
Murray Goldberg 
Bernard Greenberg  
Bryan Hines 
Clinton L. Kaplan 
Charles K. Krieger 
Harold Rosen 
Elaine Sandlaufer 
Ellen Jean Smith 
 

Week ending June 27 

Lewis Dars 
Joseph Leonard Hornstein 
Nathan Wellen 
Sarah Wellen  

 

See our temple’s 

Facebook page here.  

 

And there’s a separate page for  

Beth-El families here.   
 

Our Twitter feed has over 800 

followers! Check it out here. 

Extraordinary times may compel one to make difficult decisions for which they were not 

previously prepared. Whether you find yourself faced with the decisions surrounding the 

death of a family member or, if you are considering making advance plans, Temple Beth-

El has a plot of burial grounds in Mount Moriah Cemetery in Fairview, NJ. Mount 

Moriah is a beautiful and well-maintained cemetery that has been serving the Jewish 

Community for over 100 years.   

The cemetery is located on the slopes of the Palisades just a few minutes from Hudson 

County between Kennedy Blvd and Routes 1&9. Temple’s graves are located on the main 

road of the cemetery and are adjacent to our original plot where, among many of our 

founding members, our founding rabbi, the late Maurice Thorner is buried. These graves 

are available for purchase, either as a family plot or individual graves. For further 

information, please contact Larry Gutterman at admin@betheljc.org 

http://www.smile.amazon.com
http://www.smile.amazon.com
https://betheljc.org/yarzeit-list/
https://betheljc.org/plaque
https://betheljc.org/donate
https://www.facebook.com/TempleBethElJC
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1949619298586635/#_=_
https://twitter.com/betheljc
mailto:admin@betheljc.org


GREAT BLOWOUT SALE! 

Sale runs throughout the year! 

 
Place your ad here! 

 
Contact ads@betheljc.org  

mailto:ads@betheljc.org

