
What’s The Celebration, anyway? A Torah Challenge.  
 

The rabbis of antiquity weren’t beyond creating their own marketing opportunities 

for the sake of Torah. Then, as now, communities created their own versions of 

splashy events to bring excitement and creative energy to the celebrations of age-

old rituals. Certainly, it was not because the rituals were devoid of meaning and 

joy. Just the opposite. However, sometimes we get so good at it, it seems the 

innovations and celebrations sometimes even overshadow the event itself.    

 

Case in point: when we think of a wedding, what comes to mind first, the 

ceremony establishing a couple’s sacred bond or the dinner and dancing reception 

afterward? Same with b’nai mitzvah ceremonies. As unfortunate as it is, the 

celebrations have become so central, it is not unheard of for some people to skip 

the basis of the celebration altogether and go straight to the celebration. While the 

celebrations are, in fact, a mitzvah— they only rise to that level when they celebrate 

the mitzvah having actually occurred.  

 

So it is with Simchat Torah, the holiday on which we complete and begin reading the Torah again in the same 

breath, thus affirming its status as an eternal never-ending source of wisdom and guidance in our lives.  

 

Like many synagogues, our minhag (practice) is to joyfully dance around the sanctuary with our sifrei Torah 

(Torah scrolls) in a series of 7 dances, symbolizing completion or wholeness. Again, like many synagogues, we 

also unroll the entire scroll and feel symbolically and literally encircled by the text, its history and its lessons.  

 

So in this year of Pandemic isolation, how do we celebrate Simchat Torah if we can’t sing and dance with the 

scrolls? What do we do for our last burst of energy to end the Yamim Nora’im (High Holy Days) on a high 

note? The answer is to go back to basics; go back to the mitzvah: the mitzvah of learning Torah and to the 

commitment of studying Torah as a Jew’s lifelong learning goal! 

 

There are 54 weekly parshiot (Torah portions) between now and next Simchat Torah—i.e., between the 

beginning and the end of the whole book, rounding out to about one each week. Each parasha (portion) 

contains between 1100- 2200 words (a little longer in English- Hebrew is a very compact language)- so not 

very long at all.  

 

Herein lies the challenge I put before you today as we begin the Torah anew. Can you commit to reading the 

whole Torah, one parasha or so each week between now and next Simchat Torah? If you have always wanted 

to do it, there is no better time than now. And here’s another old tradition to sweeten the deal: There is a 

custom to honor individuals for their commitment to Torah on Simchat Torah, either with an aliya to the 

Torah or by chanting the very beginning or end of the Torah itself on the holiday. Take up the challenge and 

we will create a ceremony to honor all of you who accept the challenge this time next year.  
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Phone:  201-333-4229     
Fax:  201-938-0445                   
office@betheljc.org             
www.betheljc.org                                                       

Office hours:   Mon-Fri 10am—1pm 
 

Rabbi Moritt is available for virtual 
pastoral counseling and her other usual 
duties during this challenging time. To 
keep our employees healthy, most are 
working from home with adjusted hours 
and limited access to files. Our phones and 
emails are up and running.  

Rabbi Leana Moritt rabbimoritt@betheljc.org  

Rabbi Emeritus Kenneth Brickman                           
                   rabbibrickman@betheljc.org 

Cantorial Soloist/Director of Education 

     Marian Kleinman 
morahmarian@betheljc.org 

Tom Rosensweet, President tom@betheljc.org                           

Karen Seemen Pinn, Vice President 

Nancy Sambul, Vice President 

Mike Noveck, Vice President 

Michael Shuchman, Treasurer    

Suzanne Goldstein-Smith, Financial Sec. 

Laraine Schwartz, Recording Secretary            

Bob Kahan, Office Manager   
                    admin@betheljc.org 

Kay Magilavy, Past President 
                         kay@betheljc.org 

Irwin Rosen, Past President 

All services at Temple Beth-El will be via Zoom video 

conferencing technology until further notice.  

To use Zoom: 

1. Download the Zoom program at https://zoom.us 

2. Click here to enter  

3. Enable your camera to view 

4. Make sure your computer’s sound/microphone is muted.        

(All participants will be muted during the service.) 

5. Wait to be granted access from the “waiting room.” 

Zoom on your computer/laptop, iPad/tablet or cell phone.  

To follow the service with a digital flip book siddur, click here  

 

Virtual is good, but really bringing Shabbat into your home is 

even better! Set up candles, wine/juice and challah/bread in 

front of your screen and let’s literally light the candles, make 

kiddush and motzi together.  
 

All Shabbat morning services and pot luck dinners are 

suspended until further notice.  
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friday, October 2 

Erev Sukkot and Kabbalat Shabbat 1st Friday              6:30 pm 

Family Services. Services will webcast from  

Rabbi Moritt’s sukkah, weather permitting.  

 

Friday, October 9 

Kabbalat Shabbat Family services                          6:30 pm 

 

Friday, October 16 

Kabbalat Shabbat services                           8:00 pm 

 

Saturday, October 17 

Shabbat morning service and bar mitzvah                 10:30 am   

of Jacob Linder  

 

Friday, October 23 

Kabbalat Shabbat services                           8:00 pm 

 

Saturday, October 24 

Shabbat morning service and bar mitzvah                 10:30 am  

of Alexander Ackman  

 

Friday, October 30 

Kabbalat Shabbat services                           8:00 pm 

 

Friday, November 6                                                   

First Friday Kabbalat Shabbat services      6:30pm  

Featuring the 7th grade 

 Shabbat & Holiday Candle Lighting  

Friday, October 2      6:18 pm  

            (Shabbat & Sukkot)   

Friday, October 9   6:06 pm 

            (Shabbat & Shemini Atzeret) 

Friday, October 16  5:56 pm 

Friday, October 23   5:45 pm 

Friday, October 30      5:36 pm 
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Rabbi’s Message   

(continued from page 1) 

 

 

If you choose to accept the challenge, let me 

know. If you are interested, we can even explore 

creating a Zoom place to talk about what we are 

reading and bring the text alive.  You can find 

the weekly breakdown here  and the English text 

of each parasha here.   

 

Let it be that this time next year we truly 

celebrate a year of Torah! 

 

L’shana tova, 

Rabbi Leana Moritt 
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Tuesday September 29— 

Friday October 2 

Bring your homemade decorations  

to hang in our communal sukkah 
 

 

 

 

 

Friday, October 2 @ 6:30 pm 

Erev Sukkot First Friday Family Services 

 via Zoom from Rabbi Morritt’s sukkah  
 

 

 

 

October 4 @12:30 pm 

(weather permitting) 

Sunday Brunch in the Sukkah 

Join us for a live, in person picnic in our 

Sukkah, in the yard next to the sanctuary.  

Bring the kids, bring food and drink for 

yourselves, and come celebrate Sukkot and 

the harvest for which we are so grateful. 

The building will remain closed except for 

one family/person at a time permitted in 

the building to use the bathroom facilities. 

Masks and social distancing required.  

(Youth Group meeting at 1 pm too!) 

 

 

 

Friday evening October 2 —  

Friday evening October 9   

Sukkah open all week for use 

Our Sukkah will be open during the entire  

week of Sukkot for all who would like to 

enjoy a meal or dwell within it for  

reflection and community.  

5781 – 2020 

Temple Beth-El of Jersey City  

 
Click here to view or download  

our Memorial Book  

https://www.hebcal.com/hebcal?year=5781&v=1&month=x&yt=H&s=on&i=off&set=off
https://reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/english-translations-torah-portions
https://betheljc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/99/2020/09/Memorial-Book-2020-xFinal.pdf


 

 

 

 
 

Our Twitter feed has over 

800 followers!  

Check it out here. 

        Moved? Changed emails? We want to stay in 

touch.  
 

Please take a moment to let us know if we’ve got it right or if you’d 

rather we use different contact information. Send your preferred 

email address, phone numbers and mailing address of all the 

members of your household to Bob Kahan, our 

Office Manager at admin@betheljc.org  

 

We know that if you’re reading this, we have your 

email. However, we may not have your partner’s 

or your friend’s email address. Will you help us by 

asking them to send us an accurate email address if 

they do not receive Temple emails? Thank you!  

 

We recognize that many people are having (or will have) financial 

challenges this year. We value them as members of our congregational 

family and want them to continue under any circumstances. As such we 

encourage all our renewing members to make a Terumah pledge AND 

an initial payment — regardless of the amount — now. Click here to 

renew your membership pledge and learn more about "giving what you 

can" during difficult times. But this year more than ever, we want to 

continue our relationship and keep the doors to membership open for 

all. 

 

For those members who are not suffering financial hardship, and who have been less impacted by the 

current situation, more than ever we encourage them to ensure that other families can maintain their 

membership by donating an extra amount to help those in need. This act of generosity is considered a great 

mitzvah, assisting our own temple community in a time of need. The temple is facing a significant financial 

shortfall that will grow worse due to the lower Terumah pledges of those who can't contribute more this 

year. We encourage those who can to spare a little more this year.   

 

The Board has set the suggested Terumah for those who can afford it at $2,400 per household for the fiscal 

year 2020-2021. This figure is not an equal amount per household, but is based on our awareness of the 

range of our members' resources and their past Terumah pledge levels. We anticipate achieving the 

budgeted Terumah income if those who have the means give at or above the $2400 level. If you can 

contribute at this level or higher, please share your blessings to help us reach a balanced budget for the 

coming year. If you need to give less, please do so at a level that prioritizes Temple Beth-El so that we can 

remain financially stable and continue to serve our community. 

 

The services, celebrations, programs, education, and pastoral care provided by Temple Beth-El cost money 

and we struggle to balance our budget every year. Please make your generous donation so that we can 

continue to serve Reform Jews in Hudson County. 

 

Every pledge at every level is deeply appreciated. 
 

Click Here to Renew Your Terumah Pledge Now 

terumah 

 

For the 

latest New 

Jersey Election 

information click here 

October 2020                        page 4 

https://twitter.com/betheljc
mailto:admin@betheljc.org
https://betheljc.org/community-2/tbe-membership/tbe-terumah/terumah-pledge/
https://betheljc.org/community-2/tbe-membership/tbe-terumah/terumah-pledge/
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/reopening-guidance-and-restrictions/what-voting-options-are-available-to-new-jerseyans-this-november-how-have-elections-moved-or-changed-in-new-jersey-because-of-covid-19


        

      High Holy Day      
 Thank Yous!! 
 

 

It takes a shtetl to put together all of our services for the High Holy Days, and that’s in a good year! 

 

Thank you to Vadim and Anna, who have kept the Temple clean and safe, and made it possible for us to 

record our services in the beautiful sanctuary that we’re all missing so much right about now. And thank you to 

Bob Kahan, who became our Office Manager just a week before we had to shut down for the pandemic.   

 

And to Eric Vargas, our bookkeeper consultant, who always has so much additional work during these pre-

Holiday periods as so many members belatedly make their Terumah pledges and payments. (Thank you for all 

those late pledges—we hope you will be more timely next year. Hint, Hint.) 

 

Thanks to Matt Stein for bookending the inspiring pandemic version of the traditional Ashrei prayer where 26 

members recorded the 26 prayers that spoke to our hearts in particular this year. And to Roberta Lipp, Peter 

Retzlaff, Laura Katzive, and Joel Lippman for the lovely prayers. Thanks to those members who recorded the 

Torah blessings on the Bimah. We are so proud of the three bar mitzvah students who learned new Torah 

portions and chanted them so beautifully:  Jacob Linder, Madeleine Moore, and Henry Eig. And to Karen 

Cuttler for her lovely chanting of the Haftarah during the Rosh Hashanah Torah service. 

 

We thank Michael Noveck for arranging the well-attended Community Forum with Pamela Johnson of The 

Anti-Violence Coalition. And we thank Mayor Steve Fulop and Beth Achenbach for the “sermonettes” that we 

heard during the Mincha service. 

 

Thanks also to Joel Caminer and Tess Chanoch, Chairs of the Membership Committee, for reaching out to 

members with links for registering for the services.  And to all the Board members and other volunteers who 

helped with all sorts of new tasks that became all the more complicated this year.   

 

Thank you to Morah Marian and Ben Rauch for the wonderful music throughout our services, a complex and 

time-consuming task made much more so by the pandemic. And to cellist Diana Golden for her beautiful 

contributions to our Kol Nidre service.   

 

Thank you to Merrick Brodsky and Lari Schwartz for organizing the Virtual Ushers during all the services. And 

to Lari for arranging the Break-the-Fast meet ups at the end. And to Nancy Sambul and Karen Cuttler for 

creating the Yizkor Memorial Book that can be downloaded from our website and that is being placed in the 

Ark for the coming year, as is our usual practice. 

 

Special thanks to Joel Lippman, who spent many hours helping us set up the ticket registration site. And to 

Nancy Sambul, Peter Retzlaff, Laura Katzive, Roberta Lipp, Joel Caminer, Lari Schwartz and Phil Gary, who 

pitched in with extra recordings on very short notice.  

 

And how about our well-attended Drive-By Shofar Blowing, with intrepid Michael Schonberger and Dexter 

Hudspeth blowing shofars on our front steps, along with Rabbi Moritt and then also joined toward the end by 

Amelie Mentha and Noa Linder. 

 

A huge Thank You to Bruce Roberts, our Producer, and Sam Wild for his expertise as Video Editor. 

 

And finally, Rabbi Moritt. She envisioned these services from start to finish and planned both the liturgy and 

the recording and production, working untold hours to ensure that everything would come together on time 

and with all the spirit and awe that we need to feel during these High Holy Days.  
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Congratulations to our B’nai Mitzvah 
 

Jacob Linder 

Jacob Linder, son of Craig and Michele Linder, will become a bar mitzvah 

on October 17. Jacob is in the eighth grade at Elysian Charter School in his 

hometown of Hoboken. He enjoys playing Dungeons & Dragons, soccer, 

tennis, and rugby. His favorite subject in school is history, as his membership 

in the debate club would suggest -- he could talk your ear off for hours! 

 

Judaism is an important part of Jacob’s life: He is an active member of the 

Temple Beth-El youth group, and he loves going on hikes and swimming in 

the lake with his friends during his summers at Camp Harlam. Jake has also 

been to Israel twice, each time with a different set of grandparents!  

 

Jacob’s favorite part of preparing for his bar mitzvah has been practicing his 

Torah portions to the tunes of different songs, including much of the 

Hamilton soundtrack. His three younger sisters particularly enjoy it when he 

sings his Torah portions in the style of “Let It Go” and “Into the Unknown” 

from the Frozen movies. 

 

  Despite the five-month-long Covid delay, Jacob is excited for his bar mitzvah    

to finally be here. Even though the service will be virtual, he is eager to share this important day with all of his 

family and friends! He’d love to thank his whole family, Rabbi Moritt, Cantor Wallach, and Morah Marian for 

helping him study and prepare! 

 

Mazel tov, Jacob! 

Alex Ackman 

Alexander Ackman will become a bar mitzvah on October 24. Alex is an 

Eighth Grader at MS 4 in Jersey City and his favorite subject in school is Social 

Studies. Outside of school, he is a winger for the Cedar Stars soccer team in 

Newark and an avid supporter of Liverpool in the English Premier League. He 

is also a creative chef and adventurous eater.  

 

Alex’s family joined Temple Beth-El in 2016 and he began Hebrew School that 

year. His favorite Jewish activities have included celebrating Jewish holidays 

with his family and Temple Beth-El community and learning with his friends at 

Hebrew School. He is also happy to have begun participating in Fun Club 

activities with Welcome Home, an organization devoted to supporting 

refugees, asylees and asylum-seekers in the Jersey City area, which he learned 

about through the Temple Beth-El community. After his Bar Mitzvah, Alex 

hopes to continue his participation in Jewish life by attending Temple Beth-El 

events and services and participating in its public service opportunities. 

 

In preparing for his Bar Mitzvah, Alex particularly enjoyed writing his D’var 

Torah. He would like to thank Rabbi Moritt, Morah Marian, Cantor Wallach, 

and his parents for helping him along the way. 
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                        Blessings and Gratitude 

It’s now formally 5781: L’shanah Tovah! September was very busy month 

as we settled into our new classes and celebrated Rosh Hashanah and Yom 

Kippur. We will soon celebrate Sukkot, an appreciation of the harvest. 

Some say that Sukkot possibly inspired the holiday of Thanksgiving. 

Judaism encourages us to be grateful and to find reasons through each day 

to say a “thank you” or a b’rakhah (blessing). 

 

Blessings are very important to Jews around the world. Some Jewish scholars 

say that we’re supposed to say about 100 blessings every day! Although that 

sounds like a lot, yet there are many things for us to say blessings over. In 

our troubled pandemic days, we can ease our lives with an attitude of gratitude. We can say blessings over our 

food, our clothing, for having a house to live in, or even just simple things that we sometimes take for granted, 

like waking up in the morning, or seeing sunrise (or sunset), walking somewhere, and so much more. 

 

Those are things to thank God for, and there are many other b’rakhot, or blessings, that we can say to thank 

others. At TBE Religious School, our children learn Hebrew b’rakhot, and it’s important for us adults to 

encourage them to express their gratitude regularly. My hope is that when the children hear or see the word 

b’rakhot, they’ll remember how important it is to be thankful for what we have, for there are many people 

who are not as fortunate as us. 

 

Since I arrived here at TBE, I’ve been grateful to see the many people at our Temple who’ve come together to 

help at our school, our congregation, and our community. Our Faculty Team is a team in the true sense of the 

word, “team,” in that the teachers support each other and our children. Let us know if you’d like to participate 

in any way. We welcome parents as a vibrant part of our school. Todah rabah—thank you—to parents, to 

Rabbi Moritt, to our Youth Education Committee, to our Faculty Team, and to our TBE Board. Each helping 

hand brings us together and strengthens our bonds. 

 

Our 5781 School Calendar is available online at our Temple website at the Religious School tab. Please look 

through the calendar list for activity dates involving your child’s class or our entire school and add them to your 

calendar now. Each grade participates in a Shabbat service. 

 

Communication is important. I send Religious School emails each week with information about what your 

child’s teacher(s) is covering in class. Our Faculty Team and I hope you talk with your child about Jewish topics 

and encourage learning at home. If you’re not receiving emails for your child’s grade(s), or if you have 

questions or concerns, please email me. 

 

It’s a blessing to be together with you to celebrate Shabbat and holidays, to study and learn, to comfort and to 

be joyous! Thank you!  

 

L’shanah Tovah! (Happy New Year!) 

 

Marian 
morahmarian@betheljc.org 

www.betheljc.org  
Education Director 
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Shofar blowing at the end of the Rosh Hashanah service wasn’t virtual! The shofar blowers stood  
on the temple steps and congregants stood or drove their cars by.  

Photos by Jeff Kaplowitz 



 

Saturday, October 3  
@ 10:30 over Zoom! 

  

Calling all children 0-5 and their 

grownups!  We can’t wait to “see”  

you again at Tot Shabbat!  

Bring your favorite stuffed animals, and 

even more important, bring you ruach 

(spirit) and singing voices!  

Bracha the bear is waiting for us to 

return to our Temple! Meanwhile, 

Rabbi Moritt and Morah Marian Kleinman bring Tot Shabbat to your home. We will sing, dance tell a story 

and have fun together! Click here to join in. Have juice and challah/bread ready at home as we will make the 

blessings and enjoy our snacks together. 
                           

           Mark your calendars for Tot Shabbat mornings through the end of the calendar year: 

      November 14      December 19      January 16      February 20      

                         March 20      April 17      May 15      June 12      July 10      August 14  

   

Watch your emails for when we return from our virtual location back to our Beth-El home. 

If you are not on our Tot Shabbat list, please email office@betheljc.org and ask to be added  

to our email list. Drop-ins always welcome. 

sponsored by  

 

 

Introduction 

to Hebrew  
 

Wednesdays 7-7:30pm beginning December 2 

 

 

If you have always wanted to learn to read 

Hebrew or brush up on your Hebrew skills, join 

us. 

 

This 13-week course will introduce you to the 

letters and vowels of the Hebrew language to 

enable Hebrew decoding. Following this course, 

you will be able to follow along in the siddur 

(prayer book) in Hebrew. Basic Hebrew prayer 

vocabulary words will also be introduced. All are 

welcome. 

 

Free for all, but students will be required to 

purchase their own text books.   

 
 

  Next book:  

The Amazing adventures of 
Kavalier & Clay 

by Michael Chabon 
 
 

All meetings will be at 8 pm on Zoom 
 until further notice. 

 

Email Joanna Tartikoff at bookclub@betheljc.org  
for the Zoom link. 

Join the TBE  
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Introduction to Judaism 

Beginning Again This Fall! 
 

 

 

You're curious about Judaism and what 

this 3,000-year-old tradition has to offer 

you or your family's life? Welcome.  

  

Rabbi Moritt's Introduction to Judaism 

class will begin again on Wednesday 

October 28. Running for 20 weeks, the 

class will be held on Thursday evenings 

beginning at 7.30. 

 

Open to all, our class is designed for 

individuals and couples from Jewish and 

various faith traditions and cultural 

backgrounds and those who have had no 

religious upbringing. It is perfect for 

interfaith couples wanting to broaden 

their understanding of Judaism or who are 

raising or plan to raise Jewish children. It 

is equally appropriate for seekers or Jews 

who want a meaningful adult Jewish 

learning experience. 

 

Our class will focus on the "hows" and 

"whys" of Judaism and cover highlights, 

core concepts, master stories, key figures 

and the building blocks of Judaism. We 

will cover ethics, the Sabbath and 

holidays, prayer, life cycle events, dietary 

customs, the Jewish people and Israel. We 

will delve into Jewish theology, history and the meaning and practice of Jewish living. Each session will be a 

conversation, encouraging multiple perspectives, inquiries and questions. Inspiring readings for each week will 

be assigned ahead of time, and additional readings and viewing option will be suggested as the course 

progresses.  

 

For non-Jewish participants, this class can serve as preparation for conversion to Judaism; however, 

commitment to conversion is not required at any point in the program. Rabbi Moritt is also available to meet 

privately with students. Synagogue membership is not required. 

 

Please be in touch her at RabbiMoritt@betheljc.org with questions, to register or to set up a meeting.  

Rabbi Moritt would like to meet with each student before registering.  

Cost: Free for members. $200 for non-members. All are invited.  

 

The class will begin virtually and transition to live classes at the Temple when feasible. Students will be expected 

to purchase the assigned books, take turns bringing snacks and contribute to one communal Shabbat dinner 

when we return to live classes. 

 

Register now at https://betheljc.org/lifelong-learning/  
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                          Neighbors helping Neighbors 

Social Distancing is especially hard on our seniors and disabled folks. We want to help.  

We started and still prioritize our seniors and disabled folks, but very soon realized that  

the social distancing necessitated by this pandemic isn’t hard only on them.  

  If you are living alone or are now out of work, we want to know.  

     If you are having difficulties getting essential food or medication into your home, if you 

are living alone, out of work or feeling isolated, please contact Nancy Sambul at nancy@betheljc.org. Our 

members want to help as best as we can. If you are able to help deliver groceries or medication on one of 

your trips, or if you  are able to make calls to check in on our  elderly and isolated, please let Nancy know. 
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to  

Stuart Portney, Karen 

Westman, Hank Portney 

and Bernice Portney on the 

death of their sister, sister-

in-law, aunt and daughter, 

Abby Portney.   

If you or a loved one are ill and would like to be added to our misheberach 

l’cholim list (prayer for healing), please let Rabbi Moritt know at 

rabbimoritt@betheljc.org 

We are happy to pray for the healing of body, spirit, psyche and relationship 

of anyone of any religion. Please include the Hebrew name of the person/

people in your prayers (if known) and your phone number so we can be in 

touch. 

As eager as we are to pray for your healing, we are especially happy when we 

can take you off the list, fully restored. Remember to let us know that too.  

Tributes 
 To celebrate a happy occasion  • To say I’m sorry for your loss   

•To remember your loved ones   •To thank someone for a kindness   

A card acknowledging your contribution will be sent to the recipient, and the message will be listed 

in the newsletter.  To send a tribute, use the form online or write, email or call the Temple office. 

Sustaining Fund 
For Yom Kippur Appeal 
       Michael Eisenberg &  
     Fran Karp-Eisenberg 
 

In memory of Marcel Gutman & Lea 
         Aaron Gutman & Miriam Glenn 
        Helaine Noveck 
 
In memory of my husband Morris 

and father Julius  

       Florence Wellen 

  Helaine Noveck 

Food Pantry Donations 
        Liza’s Fund 
        Helaine Noveck 
        Tom Rosensweet & Barbara Hines 

 
Bella Pesin Jewish Literacy Fund 
In thanks to Suzanne Goldstein-Smith 
for her dedication 
        Kay Magilavy & Norman  
       Mayersohn   

 

Rabbi Discretionary Fund 
Tom Rosensweet &  
       Barbara Hines 

 

Music Fund 
In memory of my mother, Toby Rosen 
         Irwin Rosen & Sharon Hirshberg 

 

 

Temple Beth El Jersey City Members is 

a Private Facebook Group created exclusively 

for our Temple Beth-El member community to 

continue being together while promoting 

health and wellness. If you are a member you will be accepted 

immediately. For security purposes we are limiting this group to 

members only. If you are not yet a member, please consider joining. 

 There is also a separate page for Beth-El families! 
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http://www.betheljc.org/donate/


 

 

 

 

 

Save Temple Beth-El as your charity on smile.amazon.com.  It costs you nothing, and up to 6% of what 

you spend on most Amazon offerings will come back to Temple Beth-El! 

    Temple Beth-El Weekly Food Pantry     Wednesdays 5:30—7:00 pm 

          Mike Noveck & Alain Mentha, TBE Social Action Committee Co-Chairs 

 

For many of us, “social distancing” means an extended stay indoors with our 

families and loved ones. These are stressful times for all of us, as we worry 

about the lack of food in grocery stores and the closure of restaurants that 

we normally rely on for food. For many of society's most vulnerable people, 

however, these stresses are immensely magnified. The people who visit 

Temple Beth-El's food pantry are often homeless or live in severely 

dilapidated housing conditions. While we worry about being cooped up at 

home, they may not have a home to be cooped up in. While we worry about cooking dinner every night, 

they may not have a functional kitchen to cook in. And while we worry about depleting our financial 

reserves, they lack any financial savings or source of income. 

 

During these difficult times, then, it is all the more essential that we keep our food pantry open as long as 

possible.  To do so, we need your help.  Here are some ways you can help serve our pantry:  

 

1. DONATE. We rely on personal donations of food to keep our pantry running. Please consider making a 

contribution. 

      a.  We have set up an Amazon Wishlist, available here. We’ve even created a QR code that takes you 

right to it (see below). For now, please do NOT have packages delivered to the Temple as there is no one to 

receive packages. Please use Mike Noveck’s gift registry address. We also encourage you to set up a "subscribe 

and save" monthly order for your donation. We are happy to provide donation receipts for your taxes. 

      b.  You can also purchase food and bring it to the temple. Please coordinate with our office manager, 

Bob Kahan, at office@betheljc.org, for a time to drop off your donation. You can also bring your donation 

to the pantry when it is open on Wednesday evenings. 

      c.  You can make a financial donation by clicking here. Please mark the designation "Something else" and 

write "food pantry" in the comments box. 

 

2.  VOLUNTEER. Our pantry is open on Wednesday evenings, and we need volunteers from 5:30—7:00 

pm. Volunteers pack bags starting at 5:30 pm; the pantry opens at 6:00 pm and stays open until 

approximately 6:30 pm, at which time volunteers close the pantry and clean up. 

      a.  Please sign up via our Sign Up Genius link here. Please do not come to the pantry without signing 

up. We want to ensure appropriate social distancing by having only 2-3 volunteers at any given time. 

      b.  We practice appropriate hygiene and social distancing at the pantry, including: 

(1) volunteers must wash hands immediately upon entering the building; (2) volunteers 

must wear gloves while packing and handing out food (which will be provided); (3) 

bags must be handed out directly from volunteers to pantry visitors at the front door — 

no rummaging through bags or items, and no visitors allowed inside the building at all 

(including the foyer). 

 

Thank you so much for your support in keeping our food pantry running during these 

difficult times. And please stay safe and well. 
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Family Promise during Covid-19 
 

Over five years ago, Temple Beth-El began working with congregations 

throughout the area to launch Family Promise of Hudson County 

(FPOHC). As many of you may recall, Family Promise has provided 

hosting opportunity for working families, so they can stay together while 

struggling to get back on their feet and move to a new home. Many 

have lost jobs or suffered other adverse circumstances leaving  them temporarily homeless. Family Promise 

provides social services for these people to find jobs and housing and return to the normalcy of their lives as a 

family. 

 

Prior to the pandemic, Temple Beth-El participated by hosting four or five families, all with children, to sleep 

over in Temple Beth El’s Social Hall, four times a year. After a full day of school and work the families returned 

to Temple Beth El for dinner and evening activities. Enter Covid-19 and this plan came to a screeching halt, as 

you can well imagine. 

 

At the same time, Family Promise of Hudson County was blessed to hire an Interim Executive Director, Bernice 

Vanderpool, to lead us through the twists and turns confronting the families. At first, all families were placed in 

Airbnb homes to shelter separately and safely, as we raised money to afford lodging for each family. Most 

families were able to find a more permanent home with family or on their own. Currently we are housing 

three families, again on their own, in two separate parsonages of local congregations. But there is more. 

 

We have now expanded Family Promise to include homelessness prevention. Through a collaboration with the 

United Way of Hudson County, Family Promise will provide homelessness prevention programming to those 

on the brink of losing their housing. We are grateful for this opportunity to help families avoid the trauma of 

homelessness by creating a safety net so they do not become guests of FPOHC.  And there is still more. 

 

The Family Promise alumni (those families who were able to find their own permanent housing after 

participating in FPOHC) are still among the most financially vulnerable families in Hudson County. Though 

FPOHC families may have found permanent housing, that does not mean they do not need help maintaining 

it, especially during the financial crisis subsequent to the pandemic. While trying to make ends meet, alumni 

families may benefit from furnishings for their new apartments, to transportation, to school uniforms for their 

children and more. That is why FPOHC has incorporated regular communication and on-going needs 

assessment with alumni. 

               How You Can Help 

1) Communications Liaison: FPOHC is in need of volunteers who can regularly update our affiliate 

congregations about what is happening at FPOHC and how they can help our families secure a permanent 

place to live and remain housed. 

2) Volunteer Coordinator: If, for example, someone has a kitchen table to give to a FPOHC alumni family but 

no way of transporting the table, or there is a Holiday Drive for FPOHC families, it will be extremely helpful to 

have a Volunteer Coordinator willing to work with our congregations to facilitate deliveries and coordinate 

volunteer efforts. 

3) Website and Social Media Administrator: FPOHC is in desperate need of a volunteer to keep our website 

current and give FPOHC a virtual footprint through social media, to connect people helping homeless families 

to our program. 

 

This is a great opportunity for families for the mitzvah to serve our community at large. Especially in this 

current crisis, there are so many people in great need of our help. Email Lari at lari@bethjc.org subject line: 

Family Promise,  and tell us what you would like to do to help out. Let us know your questions. Let us know 

how you plan to make this New Year one of giving to those less fortunate than yourself. 
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           Yarzeits     

Yahrzeits/Memorial Plaques/ 

Simcha Tree Leaves 

Remember and Honor 
 

The yahrzeit, or anniversary of a loved one's passing, is 

a time to remember the person, in the synagogue by 

reciting the Kaddish prayer, through the giving of extra 

charity and through learning. Each week at services we 

speak aloud the names of those people whose yahrzeit 

has occurred that week.  

 To update your family's yahrzeit listings go to the 

TBE yarzeit list or call or write the office.  

 To purchase a Memorial Plaque to honor the 

memory of your loved ones click here 

 To purchase a Simcha Tree Leaf to honor or 

congratulate friends or family members for special 

events or accomplishments please click here 

Week ending October 3 

Marilyn Frankel 
Dan Fulop 
Dan Rudberg 
Samuel Newman 
Ezra H. Gross 
 
Week ending October 10 
Allyn Cooper 
Sam Hersberg 
Samuel Parnes 
Rose Pashelinsky 
Rose Schwartz 
 
Week ending October 17 

Frances Frank 
Freide Heller Gorewitz 
Murray S. Haar 

Roy Rosenzweig 
 
Week ending October 24 

Robert B. Aaronson 
Harry Bader 
Priscilla Wagner Fields 
Joan Gordon 

Harold Max 
Herbert Parmet 
Stuart Rawitscher 
Alvin Rosensweet 
 

Week ending October 31 

Mark Cuttler 
Rosalind Dars 
Hubert E. Elkins 
Gladys Hauptman 
Louis Pliskin 

Extraordinary times may compel one to make difficult decisions for which they were not 

previously prepared. Whether you find yourself faced with the decisions surrounding the 

death of a family member or, if you are considering making advance plans, Temple Beth-El 

has a plot of burial grounds in Mount Moriah Cemetery in Fairview, NJ. Mount Moriah is 

a beautiful and well-maintained cemetery that has been serving the Jewish Community for 

over 100 years.   

The cemetery is located on the slopes of the Palisades just a few minutes from Hudson 

County between Kennedy Blvd and Routes 1&9. Temple’s graves are located on the main 

road of the cemetery and are adjacent to our original plot where, among many of our 

founding members, our founding rabbi, the late Maurice Thorner is buried. These graves 

are available for purchase, either as a family plot or individual graves. For further 

information, please contact Larry Gutterman at admin@betheljc.org 
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GREAT BLOWOUT SALE! 

Sale runs throughout the year! 

 
Place your ad here! 

 
Contact ads@betheljc.org  

mailto:ads@betheljc.org

